
 

 

Minutes of the 85th Annual General Meeting of the Northumbrian Pipers’ Society held at 
the Chantry Bagpipe Museum, Morpeth, on Friday 2nd August 2013 

The meeting was opened at 7.30pm with the majority of members playing “Because She is a Bonny 
Lass” for the President Joyce Quin. 

The names of those 33 members present may be found in the attendance book. 4 proxy voting forms 
had been received. 

President’s Opening Remarks 
Joyce welcomed members to the meeting “in the desolate NE”, to general amusement. She 
commented that she doesn't get to as many events as she would wish, but promotes the pipes 
wherever possible. In particular, in Dec. 2012, Robson's Choice had given a very successful 
presentation and performance at the Sage, Gateshead which was much appreciated. 
Joyce invited all members to the President's Day on Sat 7 Sept: this year it would be held at her 
house, and hopefully garden if the weather was kind. She is also negotiating a possible event at the 
Houses of Parliament later in the autumn to which she hopes to attract other members of the House of 
Lords. She would appreciate numbers for both events.  
She commented on both the quantity and high quality of piping events through the year, 
highlighting the Forster Charlton memorial concert as a particularly happy occasion, and thanked all 
the organisers and performers, particularly Richard Heard and Ednie Wilson. There were sad events 
too: the deaths of Mrs Patricia Jennings where the pipers and the NPS had played a significant role, 
and Josef Rezny who had worldwide piping connections despite a sometimes difficult environment. 
Joyce thanked the officers and committee members who are retiring for their work, in particular Julia 
Say for her extensive service. 
 
Joyce then turned to the formal business of the meeting. She asked that the notice of meeting be taken 
as read. This was agreed. 

Apologies for absence had been received from: Adam Bolam-Peel, Margaret Cato, Dorothy Fisher, 
Christopher Gardner-Thorpe, Andy May, Lynn Nicholson, Sandra Rolls, Ednie Wilson. 

 

1. Special business: to amend the articles of association. 
These changes were proposed to simplify the accounts verification procedure: a formal audit not being 
legally required of a charity the size of the NPS. It was not likely that realistic expansion would change 
this. Mike Evans commented that this change had been discussed at the last AGM. 
 The amendments as laid out in the meeting notice were passed unanimously. 
 
The chair recommended moving on to the ordinary business. 
Barry Say raised a point of order: asking why the minutes of the last AGM were not included as an 
agenda item and in the meeting notice. 
Andrew Davison responded that under company law this was not required: minutes of the AGM were 
considered and approved by the committee acting as the Board of Directors. There was, however, 
absolutely no reason why the minutes should not be placed on the website, both for past and future 
meetings: this had not been done in time this year, but would be in future. 
 
2. To receive and approve the reports of the Chairman and the Chairman of the 
Cleveland Branch. 
These reports appeared in the notice of meeting and Joyce asked if there were any additions the 
respective chairmen wished to make: there were none. She then asked for comments or questions on 
either report.  None were raised. 
Joyce proposed that the meeting  approve the reports. This was seconded by Anthony Robb and 
passed unanimously. 
 



 

 

 
3.  To receive and approve the Society’s annual accounts for the financial year ended 
31 March 2013 
Joyce invited Mike Evans to present the accounts: he explained the different form of 
accounting required by Company and Charity law. He said that the bank account stood at 
£40000+ at the date of the meeting, that net assets were in the region of £68,000, and that the 
operating surplus stood at around £3000: this last depended almost entirely on the activities 
undertaken by the Society in any financial period. He invited questions and comments. 
Barry Say questioned the valuation of the Society's trophies: he felt these values were 
unrealisable. Andrew Davison responded that the valuation were for insurance purposes. 
Barry Say said that project accounts – showing income & expenditure on such things as 
subscriptions, newsletters etc – would help ordinary members understanding of the accounts, 
as would a summary sheet showing cost centres and projects. It would give an understanding 
of where the Society was cross-subsidising. 
Richard Heard remarked that he saw the accounts this year as a transition from a well-
managed book-keeping system to a full asset system. 
Andrew Davison thanked Mike Evans for the enormous amount of work in preparing the 
accounts over many hours and days, and Joyce added her thanks also. She proposed that the 
accounts be accepted: this was seconded by Richard Heard and passed by a large majority. 
 
4.  To appoint the following until the AGM of the Society referred to.  
4.1 Hon. Secretary Pam Horne (2015) proposed: Tim Rolls seconded: Nick Leeming 
No other nominations were forthcoming, and Pam was elected unanimously 
4.2 Newsletter editor No nominations were received for this post. The retiring editor, Maureen 
Davison explained that a possible offer of at least assistance had come forward in the week prior to the 
meeting. Kiri Sheppard was willing to offer at least substantial help with the next two issues, and then 
the situation could be reviewed. Maureen was willing to liaise with Kiri, and produce two more issues, 
with the printing and posting dealt with by the usual method. Julia Say explained Kiri's piping 
background for the benefit of those who might not know her. Barry Say offered to make a formal 
proposal but this was not necessary: the meeting agreed that this temporary solution sounded most 
promising. 
4.3 Journal editor Colin Bradford (2015)    proposed: Anthony Robb seconded: Sandra Rolls 
No other nominations were forthcoming, and Colin was elected unanimously. 
 
 5.  Re-appointment of committee members willing to stand 
Anne Moore was proposed by Joyce Quin, seconded by Malcolm Craven and elected unanimously. 
 
6.   Appointment of additional Committee members 
6.1 Ednie Wilson  proposed: Richard Heard seconded: Hilary Paton 
6.2 Lindy Turner  proposed: Maureen Davison seconded: Anthony Robb 
6.3 Mark Armstrong  proposed Susan Craven  seconded: Pam Horne 
Joyce asked if there were other nominations: no names were received. The meeting agreed to 
vote on the three names as a block, and they were elected unanimously. Andrew Davison 
pointed out that this left a space on the committee, if it seemed appropriate someone could be 
co-opted at a later date. 
 
7.  To ratify the election of Lynn Nicholson as an Honorary Member 
The meeting unanimously agreed to elect Lynn: a presentation of her certificate and gold badge will be 
arranged at at suitable later date. 
 



 

 

 
8.  Any Other Business. 
Joyce asked the meeting if they had any matters they wished to raise. 
i.) Anne Borland commended the committee for their hard work. She raised the following: 
a) The progress on the matter of school pipes and piping was excellent 
b) She proposed that the committee consider sponsoring a piper with a scholarship to the 
Newcastle University Folk Degree. 
c) She asked the committee to consider sponsoring an apprentice pipemaker. 
This last generated a short discussion on ways and means. Louise Woodman works with the 
formal apprentice schemes, and will investigate further. Anne Borland commented that she 
envisaged funding applications being necessary. 
ii.) Barry Say referred to Colin Ross' comments in the 2012 AGM about the number of 
trustees. He felt the Society should consider a smaller number of trustees, but with specialist 
areas (such as finance or website) run by teams of volunteer members who were not 
committee members. 
Richard Heard pointed out that repeated calls for volunteers had raised no response at all. He 
considered that the committee were not “hogging” the necessary business, citing himself as 
archivist continuing to work though not on the committee, and Tom Swinney's years of service 
running the pipe hire system. 
Andrew Davison tried to set up such a group to cover the matters of interest relating to Border 
pipes, but although an initial meeting took place, no volunteers were forthcoming to take it 
forward. There is a very active group covering young people's matters. 
Barry Say pointed out that the NPS discussion forum was set up to promote discussion 
amongst members generally, and it could be used  to further specialist groups. Hilary Paton 
and others remarked that members would mostly rather be playing than taking part in lengthy 
discussions. Hilary Richardson said that volunteering takes many forms, and that the activities 
of the many local piping groups are themselves the work of volunteers. 
iii.) Anne Borland  that the Society owed grateful thanks to Tom Swinney for his many years 
patient service to beginners through the pipe hire system. 
iv.) Anthony Robb explained that the new journal editor, Colin Bradford, was unavoidably 
detained at another event he is organising. 
 
Andrew Davison thanked the meeting for their comments, which would be considered.  He 
wished to thank the retiring members, Barry Say for the journal, Maureen Davison, Richard 
Heard and Tim Rolls, all of whom had done extensive work for the Society. He singled out 
Julia Say for special mention: and presented her with a gardening voucher on behalf of the 
Society, to general applause. Julia responded, thanking members and saying that she felt she 
had done nothing that any other member could have done. After 8 years as secretary, she felt 
it was time for a change, and also to shift her priorities for a while. She would be helping out 
where needed, and continuing to deal with book sales for the Society. 
 
Joyce thanked everyone for their attendance, and Andrew Davison suggested that a 
playaround be started as soon as possible after some refreshment. 


