
Minutes of the 84th Annual General Meeting of the Northumbrian Pipers’ Society held at 
the Chantry Bagpipe Museum, Morpeth, on Friday 3rd August 2012

The meeting was opened at 7.30pm with some members playing “Because She is a Bonny 
Lass” for the President Joyce Quin.

The names of those 32 members present and a list of apologies for absence may be found in 
the attendance book. 14 proxy voting forms had been received.

President’s Opening Remarks
Joyce, chairing the meeting, welcomed everybody to the first meeting since the Society 

became a charity.  She explained that this meeting was being held in August following requests 
that the AGM should move from January, but this was a trial and can be changed if members 
found this time inconvenient.   

Joyce thanked the officers of the Committee for all their work, especially over the past 
few months, with the transfer to charitable status.  She also thanked the wider membership for 
all the events happening around the world promoting the pipes and their music.

President’s Day will be held this year on Sat 8th September instead of in August. Again 
this is  a date which may not suit  people and could be moved if  unsuccessful.   Joyce has  
advertised  the  event  in  the  Warkworth  Community  Magazine  to  try  and  encourage  more 
members of the public to come along and hear the pipes.

Joyce informed the meeting that she is Chair of an organisation called the Franco-British  
Council, which was set up by heads of both Governments in the 1970’s.  The Council are having 
a meeting in the North East in December and Joyce would like Northumbrian pipes to be heard 
at the Council’s reception to be held at The Sage, Gateshead on the Friday evening

Joyce  had  also  attended  a  dinner  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Northumbrian 
Association, where the Hotspur Award was awarded to Kathryn Tickell; and was recently at a  
ceremony to award the Freedom of Gateshead to Sune Nordgren, Alan J Smith and Anthony 
Gormley, and they had been piped in by a Northumbrian Piper.

Joyce then turned to the formal business of the meeting as follows.

1. To receive and approve the reports of the Chairman and the Chairman of the Cleveland 
Branch.
Both  reports  had  been circulated  prior  to  the  meeting  and Joyce  asked  if  there  were  any 
comments or questions on either report.  None were received.
Joyce asked the meeting to approve the reports.
Proposed:  Richard Heard  Seconded:  Malcolm Craven,  
The meeting was asked to vote on the proposals. 
For: Unanimous Against: 0,   Proxy votes:  For: 13, Against:  1
The resolution was carried by the meeting. 

2.  To receive and approve the Society’s annual accounts for the financial period ended 
31 March 2012.
Joyce, along with Andrew Davison explained that because “the Society” (ie. the new corporate 
charity) was not activated until 1st April 2012, and therefore, although these accounts show no 
activity,  they  have  to  filed  with  Companies  House  and  presented  to  the  meeting  and  are 
included on this  meeting’s  agenda.   The  old  Society’s  assets  were  transferred  to  the  new 
“Society” on the 1st April.  
The meeting was asked for comment on the accounts.  None were received.
Accounts proposed:  Malcolm Craven,  Seconded Tim Rolls.
Votes For: Unanimous,      Against:  0                   Proxy votes:      For: 14
The motion was carried by the meeting.



3.  To receive (for information only) the annual accounts for the former Northumbrian 
Pipers’ Society for the financial period ending 31st March 2012.
Joyce asked the meeting for any comments on the accounts.  None were received.
Accounts proposed:  Maureen Davison,    Seconded:   Ann Sessoms.
Votes for: Majority. Against:  0 Proxy votes:   For:  13       Against:  1
The accounts were accepted by the meeting.

Joyce thanked Nigel Barlow, as outgoing Treasurer, for all his work over the years.

4.  To re-appoint each member of the Committee. 
Joyce explained that the meeting would be voting to re-appoint the members of the Committee 
until the AGM of the Society in the year referred to against his / her name and these were on the 
Notice of the Meeting circulated prior to the meeting.   Joyce asked the meeting if they were  
happy to vote for the Committee en bloc.  This was unanimously agreed
Committee proposed:  Francis Wood,   Seconded: Malcolm Craven
Votes in favour: Unanimous,  Against: 0  Proxy votes:    For: 14
Joyce declared the motion carried.

 5.  To appoint a Treasurer.
As already noted, Nigel Barlow was standing down as Treasurer and the Society’s Auditor, Mike  
Evans had offered to  take on the  role.   Joyce asked the  meeting  if  there  were  any other 
nominations, none were received.
Mike Evans was proposed as Treasurer:  Andy May,     Seconded,   Nick Leeming.
Votes for: Unanimous,  Against: 0 Proxy votes:    For: 14
Joyce declared the resolution carried and Mike was duly elected as Treasurer.

6. To appoint an Honorary Auditor.
The Society does not need an Auditor, but under the constitution the Society needs somebody  
to undertake the task of verifying the Society accounts.  
Barry Say asked if this should made clear that the person carrying out this role does not have to  
be a qualified Auditor.  Mike Evans explained that the next set of accounts will be far more  
complicated than previously, as they are now subject to both Company and Charity law, and the 
person taking on the job of ‘auditor’ will need to have a degree of understanding appropriate to 
the job.
The meeting was asked for nominations, none were received.  Andrew Davison told the meeting 
that the committee will look for a suitable solution over the coming year. 

7.  To confirm the appointments until the AGM of the Society of the Newsletter Editor 
(2013), Journal Editor (2014) and President (2015).
Joyce handed over to Andrew Davison, who explained that like the committee, these posts also 
needed to be confirmed by the meeting.  Barry Say (Journal Editor) pointed out that if he wished 
to retire in 2014, the new editor would not have time to produce the 2014 journal if elected in the 
Summer of that year.  The meeting agreed to amend this to 2013.  Andrew asked the meeting if 
they were happy to vote for the positions en bloc.  This was unanimously agreed.
The motion was proposed:  Ann Sessoms,   Seconded:  Gill Sergeant.
Votes in Favour: Unanimous,    Against: 0,    Proxy votes:    For: 14
Andrew declared the resolution carried.

8.  Any Other Business.
Joyce asked the meeting if they had any matters they wished to raise.
a.  Colin Ross made four points.

i.)  He felt the new format of the Saturday meetings had turned into lectures and lost their  
social content.

ii.)  He asked why it takes 12 people to run the Society and suggested that it should be 8 
elected Committee members, made up of the 4 officer posts and 4 ordinary members, and that  
the committee should utilise the Vice Presidents more.



iii.)   He felt Andrew Davison, as Society Chairman, should be present at more Society  
meetings to hear members’ concerns and to demonstrate leadership.

iv.)   He was concerned that the Committee had spent £8000 purchasing David Burleigh’s 
surplus pipe making stock following David’s retirement and was worried the Society would not  
get this money back.

Joyce invited the meeting for their comments.  These were as follows:
i.)  It was agreed that the Saturday meetings would be looked into, including asking those 

that attend the meetings how they felt about their structure, and change them if people wished.
ii.)  It was agreed that the Committee would consider its size, and look into the possibility 

of utilising more Vice Presidents who are willing to help.
iii.)   Andrew,  with  the  backing of  the  current  and past  Committee members present, 

explained that he was unable to make the commitment to these meetings and this had been  
expressed prior  to  his  election  to  the  post.  It  was  noted that  there  are  always  Committee 
members present at every event.

iv.)  Andrew explained that the purchase of David Burleigh’s stock was an opportunity that 
the Committee had unanimously decided the Society could not afford to miss.  By offering to sell  
these materials to pipemakers and potential pipemakers, thereby supporting the Society’s aim 
of promoting pipemaking, the Committee believed that the Society would, over time, recoup the 
money and also (although this had not been the main reason for the decision) make a better 
return on it than leaving the money in the bank..  There were several comments from the floor in 
support of the Committee’s decision.
  
b.)  Barry Say suggested the Society organise a number of piping events around the AGM to  
encourage more people to attend.  He also felt  that there were too many courses and that 
pipers wanted more social gatherings.   In response to Barry’s comments it was pointed out that  
this was a weekend of piping activities with Pipers’ Day on Saturday, including ‘playing sessions’  
throughout  the  day,  which  hadn’t  received  much  interest,  Wallington  on  Sunday  and  the 
Society’s Chantry meeting on Monday evening.

c.)  Kim Bibby Wilson expressed her gratitude to Anne Moore, whose remit extended far beyond 
the Bagpipe Museum, but it is often only her goodwill that meant the building was available for  
the Society’s use, and that if people wished for those meetings to continue they should turn up 
to them.

d.)  Malcolm Craven pointed out that during the last members survey 6 or 7 years ago there was 
a call for more courses, both locally and nationally.  He suggested that the Society redoes the 
survey. 

Joyce closed the meeting at 8.35pm by thanking the committee again for all their hard work. 

Andrew thanked Joyce for her invaluable contribution as President and for making the most of  
her opportunities to ensure that the pipes are played at events she is involved with.


